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to trade in any form whatever with the redskins. In Virginia,
towards the end of the seventeenth century, many benevolent
Acts were passed for protecting the Indians from injustice or
cruelty; and these laws seem to have been firmly administered.
In 1666, for instance, four prominent citizens were severely
punished for disregarding them. A certain Captain Yorke was
fined 10,000 pounds of tobacco for allowing the murderer of
an Indian to escape. Two gentlemen named Captain Brent
and Captain Hawk were fined ^"15,000 and disqualified for
all civil or military offices on account of illegally imprisoning
an Indian. Lastly, a Captain Fauntleroy was degraded, and
disqualified from any official position whatever, for illegally
extorting territory from the Indians.

Unfortunately, in spite of such good laws as these, a few
isolated acts of private injustice upon a single Indian were
sufficient to inflame the passions of a whole tribe.

In 1666 another tragedy took place, and this time the
colonists were not sufficiently careful of their honour in their
methods of demanding retribution. Some Indians on the
Potomac River accused a planter named Matthews of having
cheated them. To pay themselves back they stole some of his
swine. The thieves were pursued and some of them killed.
Their tribe immediately retaliated by attacking Matthews'
plantation and scalping four of the settlers. So the tragedy
went on until, from a mere misunderstanding, it grew into a
bloody war. A troop of English planters set out to revenge
the death of their friends. But they lost the track of the real
aggressors, and killed fourteen men of a friendly tribe in Mary-
land before they discovered their mistake. This was the
signal for war among the Indians along the whole line of
the Potomac. The English colonists of Maryland and Vir-
ginia, in danger of their lives, raised a force of 2,000 men
and besieged the principal Indian fort. After a defence of
six weeks six chiefs came out under a sign of truce to settle
terms with the colonists. By the laws of warfare, among all
Civilized and uncivilized races alike, they should have been
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